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CHAP, manned by the boldest and most famous seamen of the
1V* period. Among these were Bartholomeu de Diaz, who fonr-
1D teen years before had rounded the Stormy Cape; Nicolau

1500, Coelho, who had been one of da Gama's companions, and
the interpreter Gaspar, whom da Gama had brought home
with him from India, together with others who had been
specially selected, with the view of establishing a factory
on the coast of Malabar. The fleet carried 1,200 men,
eight Franciscan friars, eight chaplains and a chaplain-
major. The captains who set out with Cabral were Sancho
de Toar, Simao de Miranda, Ayres Gomes da Silva, Nicolau
Coelho, Vasco de Ataide, Bartholomeu de Diaz, Pedro de
Diaz (his brother), Gaspar de Lemos, Luiz Pires, Simao de
Pina, and Pero de Ataide. The expedition sailed from
Belem on the 9th March, 1500, and Cabral having been
presented with a royal banner, which had been blessed by
the Bishop of Visen, and a cup which had received

Pope's benediction, proceeding with a fair wind, arrive*
in sight of Grand Canary at eight o'clock on the morning!
of the 14th. On Sunday, the 22nd, about ten o'clock, S.
Kicholas, one of the Cape de Verde Islands, was sighted,
where the fleet met with a storm, and one of the vessels,
commanded by Vasco de Ataide, lost convoy and returned
to Lisbon.*

In the Lendas da India it is stated that Cabral continued
a westerly course towards the Azores, in order to obtain
more favourable winds for doubling the Cape of Good
Hope, as the science of taking the altitude of the siin was
unknown in those days. The only instruments the navi-
gators then possessed were compasses to ascertain thg
direction of the winds, " which generally blew towards SO
land or other." Joao de Barros, Damiao de Goes,

* In   Noticias   TJltramarinas it is     India, except that there it is said th^

stated that after passing Cape Verde     lost ship was commanded by Pero de

"one_of  the  ships,  commanded  by     Figueiro.    The   weight of  evidence

Captain IAIIZ Pires, was lost sight of     appears, however, to be in favour of

and never more heard of.'3 This is also     the^ersion given above,
the account given in the Lendas da